The Albertan Composer

E)C

Edmonton Composers’

Concert Society

Wintcr, 1994, Volume I, Number 1

Welcome to the
basis by the

issue of "The Albertan Composer”, which will be published on (let’s bope) a
r?ula‘r monton Composers’ Concert Society. This is a typical first issue-a lot of dry
administrative talk and information on what is going on in the Society. Butitisa

all a firstissue, and

there are many more to come. We would like to invite you to write to us, to exgess and exchange ideas.

In short, we would like you to belp us make "The Albertan Composer” a viab
esteg ject. Our magazine is open to anyone, not just ECCS members.

accessible to all inter in the

orum for new music,

Piotr Grella-Mozejko, President.
Ron Hannabh, Executive Director

Message from the President

It is, in my opinion, much more interesting to

speculate about the future than to complain about the

ast. So, let’s talk about what is ahead for the
dmonton Composers” Concert Society.

1) The release of  our first cassette, called
"ECCS Live" featuring works by Bill Damur, Scott
Godin, Ron Hannah, Brent Violini-Pierce, and
myself, helped the Society tremendously in receivin
some $16000 worth of grants for our first CD. It wi
feature compositions by Violet Archer, Allan Gordon
Bell (Calgary), Rcingard Berg, Ron Hannah,
Robert Rosen (Banff), and myself. These
composers’ works are to be recorded by such
distinguished artists as organist Marnie Giesbrecht
niversity of Alberta), pianist Barbara Pritchard
oronto), and clarinettist Dennis Prime (Alberta
College). The grants come from three sources: The
Canada Council, The Alberta Foundation for the Arts,
and the Clifford E. Lee Foundation. This will be the
first CD ever to feature music solely by Alberra
composers. It will be distributed world-wide by the
Canadian Music Centre Distribution Service.
As the CD project initiator, organizer and
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significant factor, at least in my opinion.

When the CD is ready, in late April, the following
members of ECCS will have had their works made
available on CD: Violet Archer, Reinhard Berg,
Ron Hannah, Garth Hobden, Jacobus Kloppers,
‘Gordon Nicholson, and myself.

And this is just the beginning! I would like 10
encourage all composer-members to submit scores
and tapes for future consideration. Even if we have
to waita year or two, we will have more CDs out!

2) ECCS now has an associate group: The Clarion
Trio (or Clarion Ensemble, depending on the
instrumentation of works performed). The core group
consists of Patricia Armstrong (violin/viola), Karin
Goldberg (clarinet), and Sylvia Shaddick-Taylor
(piano). Watch for their concert on Tuesday, March 8
at 8 PM at Robertson Wesley United Church. They
will perform works by Penderecki, Khatchaturian,
Grella-Mozejko, Hindemith, Stravinsky and Gordon
Jacob (Admission $10/8$5). I invite composers to
contact Karin Goldberg at 465-6368 in order to submit
scores or discuss the possibility of writing new pieces.

3) Our third Edmonton New Music Festival will
be held between April 30 and May 8, 1994. Grants
have already been received from the Winspear Fund
and the Edmonton Community Foundation.
Enclosed is the Festival Schedule as it now stands. Since
the Festival is an annual event, I think it should be
easy enough for composer-members to send scores to
me well in advance of the Festival—at least six months
in advance.

I would like to encourage you heartily to submit
scores, or at least contact me at 434-4521. In the
next two years, I anticipate a significant increase in
our financial resources from grants, donations, casino,
ticket and CD sales, etc., so hopefully we will be able to
arrange for performances of longer chamber works.

4) ECCS is going to start a series of
romotional biographical brochures of its members
l(:;:ornl[;)osers) and performers).

If you are interested, —








